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C H A P T E R  1   

ARRIVAL OF EUROPEANS IN INDIA (Part–5) 

Complete Comparison, Revision & MCQ Booster 

Order of Arrival of Europeans in India 

Exam Fact: Portuguese were the first to come and the last to 
leave India (1961). 

First Fact Revision Table 

First Factories in India 

Order European Power Arrival in India Main Purpose

1st Portuguese 1498 Trade
2nd Dutch 1602 Trade
3rd English 1608 Trade

4th (Last) French 1664 Trade

Question Answer

First European to reach India by sea Vasco da Gama

First European power in India Portuguese
Second European power Dutch
Third European power English
Last European power French

First Portuguese Governor Francisco de Almeida

Founder of Portuguese power Alfonso de Albuquerque

First English representative at Jahangir's court William Hawkins

First English Ambassador Sir Thomas Roe
Founder of Calcutta Job Charnock

European Power First Factory
Portuguese Calicut



Headquarters in India 

Important Governors 

Important Policies 

Important Battles 

Important Treaties 

Dutch Masulipatnam
English Surat
French Surat

European Power Headquarters
Portuguese Goa
Dutch Pulicat (later Nagapattinam)
English Calcutta (Fort William)
French Pondicherry

Governor European Power Importance

Francisco de Almeida Portuguese First Governor

Alfonso de Albuquerque Portuguese Founder of Portuguese Empire in India

Nino da Cunha Portuguese Shifted headquarters to Goa

Dupleix French Famous Governor during Carnatic Wars

Gerald Aungier English First Governor of Bombay

Policy Associated With
Blue Water Policy (Cartaz System) Francisco de Almeida
Policy of Imperialism Alfonso de Albuquerque

Battle Year Result

Battle of Diu 1509 Portuguese defeated Gujarat–Egypt–Zamorin alliance

Battle of Hooghly (Bidara) 1759 English defeated Dutch
Battle of Wandiwash 1760 English defeated French

Treaty Year Importance



Important Farmans 

Frequently Confused Facts 

Previous Year Exam Focus 

These topics are repeatedly asked in Punjab Police, PSSSB, SSC, PCS, 
Railways and other exams: 

• Order of arrival of Europeans 
• Vasco da Gama 
• Zamorin of Calicut 
• Francisco de Almeida 
• Blue Water Policy 

Treaty of Aix-la-
Chapelle 1748 Ended First Carnatic War

Treaty of Pondicherry 
(Godeheu) 1754 Ended Second Carnatic War

Treaty of Paris 1763 Ended Third Carnatic War

Farman Issued By Importance
Golden Farman Sultan of Golconda Trading privileges to English
Farman of 1717 Farrukhsiyar Magna Carta of the East India Company

Confusing Question Correct Answer
First Governor of Portuguese India Francisco de Almeida
Founder of Portuguese Empire in India Alfonso de Albuquerque
Portuguese Headquarters Goa
English Headquarters Calcutta (Fort William)
French Headquarters Pondicherry
Dutch Headquarters Pulicat
First English Factory Surat
First French Factory Surat
First Dutch Factory Masulipatnam
First English Ambassador Sir Thomas Roe
First English Representative William Hawkins
Founder of Calcutta Job Charnock
Magna Carta of East India Company Farrukhsiyar's Farman (1717)
Portuguese introduced Tobacco & Cashew



• Alfonso de Albuquerque 
• Goa 
• Dutch first factory 
• East India Company (1600) 
• William Hawkins 
• Sir Thomas Roe 
• Job Charnock 
• Farrukhsiyar's Farman 
• Carnatic Wars 
• Battle of Wandiwash 
• Treaty of Paris 

Expected MCQ Areas 

High-probability questions for future exams: 

• First/Second/Third/Last European 
• First factories of each European power 
• Headquarters of each European power 
• Governors and founders 
• Blue Water Policy 
• Portuguese crops 
• East India Company 
• Farrukhsiyar's Farman 
• Carnatic Wars 
• Important treaties and battles 

30-Second Quick Revision 

• Portuguese → First Europeans 
• Vasco da Gama → 1498 
• Calicut → Zamorin 
• Abdul Majid → Gujarati Pilot 
• First Governor → Francisco de Almeida 
• Blue Water Policy → Almeida 



• Founder → Albuquerque 
• Goa → 1510 
• Portuguese HQ → Goa 
• Tobacco & Cashew → Portuguese 
• Dutch → 1602 
• First Dutch Factory → Masulipatnam 
• English Company → 1600 
• William Hawkins → Hector 
• Sir Thomas Roe → Jahangir 
• First English Factory → Surat 
• Bombay → Dowry 
• Job Charnock → Calcutta 
• Fort William → 1700 
• Farrukhsiyar → 1717 
• Magna Carta → 1717 Farman 
• French → Last Europeans 
• French Company → 1664 
• Pondicherry → French HQ 
• Dupleix → French Governor 
• Robert Clive → Second Carnatic War 
• Wandiwash → 1760 
• Count de Lally → French 
• Treaty of Paris → 1763 
• English → Supreme European Power 
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